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By Leif Nesheim
Vidette Editor

Friends Landing is a great 
place for a quick stroll, camp-
ing, fishing or just getting away 
for a little while.

The trail is a 1.7-mile loop 
around 32-acre Lake Quigg, a 
former gravel pit. The trail is 
either paved or a boardwalk the 
whole way and level.

The trail has interpretive sta-
tions located throughout its 
length. Each interpretive station 
tells of the wildlife and habitat 
of the Chehalis River, Lake 
Quigg and the surrounding 
wetlands.

Overlooks provide places for 
tranquil viewing of the lake or 
river. Overhead, sunlight dap-
ples through a canopy of green 
maple leaves. Salal, salmonber-
ry, ferns and other foliage fill 
out the understory. 

The Friend family donated 
152 acres, previously an old 
gravel pit, with one-mile of 
Chehalis River frontage, to 
Trout Unlimited in 1988. 
Friends of Friends Landing 
now manages the private, not-
for-profit park. 

Eighteen RV sites with elec-
trical and water plus eleven tent 
sites define the campground. 
There’s also a dump station. 
Folks may camp from March to 
November by making reserva-
tions at (360) 249-5117. Reser-
vations are for folks with dis-
abilities only, others may camp 
on a first-come first-served 
basis.

There are also fishing, boat-
ing and picnic opportunities 
and playground equipment.

A quick 
get-away for 
family fun

Above, an accessible dock on the Chehalis River provides fishing and boating access for all. Below left, a bridge crosses a tribu-
tary to Lake Quigg. Below right. Salmonberry blossoms alongside the 1.7-mile loop trail

Friends Landing
How long: 1.7-mile loop

How hard: easy; handicap-accessible

How to get there: From Highway 12, take the Devonshire Road exit at 
Montesano’s west end. Take the road south to Katon Road; turn left and follow 
the road to the end. Park either next to the sign at a trailhead or near the boat 
launch a little further in (the trail runs right by here too).




